
By Ron Velder
General Manager

Our goal is, and always will be, to provide 
these core values to you.  We want to: 

 Provide profitable cooperative ownership
 Develop and retain quality employees
 Provide innovative solutions
 Provide professional image
 Full service commitment
 Invest locally
As our producers just finished planting the corn 

and soybean fields, I was able to witness our company 

at work.  The tons of fertilizer and chemicals applied 
these last few weeks were incredible.  With equipment 
as large as it is, we will continue to add new assets to 
keep up with the times.

Some of the new assets added this year are a new 
14,000 ton dry shed in Jansen and a new warehouse 
chemical and seed shed at Hanover.  Also, we added 
two new liquid tanks, one at Exeter and one at Milford.  
We are also in the process of building new grain stor-
age at Kramer.  This will consist of a new leg and one 
storage tank at this time.

As we explore and develop new technologies into 
business solutions for our owners, we want to be a 
leader.  Your cooperative will continue to invest in our 
owners' success.

JUNE 2013

Thank You!

Investing in Our Owners’ Success - 
What Does It Really Mean For You, Our Patrons? 
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MeeT SoMe of our new GeneraTion eMploYeeS

Coop Employees: 
Why Are We Here?

Anyone who has spent a little 
time in the Blue and Gold cordu-
roy jackets of the FFA knows that 
this title has a bit of a ring to it. I 

have had the honor to be a part of the FFA now going on 40 
years and to this day I can still recite the opening paragraph to the FFA Creed. 
Although the creed has changed slightly over the years to keep up with the 
times the meaning still holds true today. I would be willing to bet that many 
readers of this newsletter can still recite all five paragraphs of the FFA creed. 
I would also be willing to bet the name E.M. Tiffany still rolls off the tongue of 
the readers as the author of the creed. Let me wet your whistle with the first 
paragraph and then see how far you can continue. 

I believe in the future of Agriculture, with a faith born not of words but of 
deeds – achievements won by the present and past generations of agricul-
turist; in the promise of better days through better ways, even as the better 
things we now enjoy have come to us from the struggles of former years. 

WOW. I have to be honest with you, even today that still chokes me up a 
little when I think back to all the wonderful experiences I had when I wore the 
Blue and Gold. And to think that the creed was written in 1928 and it is still so 
meaningful today.

What I find even as meaningful is how those same words are true when it 
comes to Farmers Cooperative. We do believe in the future of Famers Coopera-
tive. The achievements of Farmers Cooperative are from the present and past 
generations of agriculturist; in the promise of better days through better ways. 

What is even more exciting is what the younger generations are bringing 
back to our Company, our Communities and our Cooperative. The younger 
generations are implementing new technology, new excitement, and new en-
thusiasm. Agriculture is light years ahead of when E.M Tiffany wrote the FFA 
Creed but when we look forward, it is daunting to think what will happen 
next and who will do it. 

Now more than ever, the need for young educated talent in Agriculture 
and at Farmers Cooperative is imperative. With one of my sons already 
involved in agriculture through employment at Farmers Cooperative and 
another one in the wings, it is up to us to mentor this new generation. As 
in Paul Harvey’s story “On the eighth day, God made a Farmer”. But if 
you recall at the end of that same story Paul Harvey said “and the father 
smiles and then sighs when his son says, I want to do what Dad does”. 
Become an Agricultural Mentor. God Bless. 

By Tom Hermance, Human Resources & Safety Director

Tom Hermance
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By Tom Garner, Energy Manager 

Starting June 1st, Farmers Cooperative will be 
exclusively featuring the new and improved Ruby 
Fieldmaster and Roadmaster brands of Premium die-
sel fuel. The new diesel fuel contains an enhanced 
additive that takes the next step in addressing the 
needs of newer diesel engines, particularly targeting 
internal diesel injector deposits {IDID}, including 
engines that must comply with the upcoming Tier IV 
final EPA emission standards.

The enhanced package meets the demands for 
both new and existing engines, and NO other diesel 
fuel on the market contains a more complete, bal-
anced and quality additive package.                                                      

Farmers Cooperative has been the proven leader 
in our trade territory for Premium diesel for over 
35 years featuring a terminal blended, unsurpassed, 
comprehensive additive package Premium diesel 
fuel that offers up to 4.5% more power and 5% more 
fuel efficiency. We remain committed to supplying 
our customers with the very best products available!

“NEW” Diesel Fuel 

By Roger Kreifels
LP Operations and Compliance

We at the Farmers Cooperative are 
committed to safety first. Ask any safety 
officer what the biggest key to safety is, 
and he will tell you knowledge. There has 
been a lot of talk and probably some con-
fusion over the years about replacing your 
regulators on your propane system. Hope-
fully this article will answer a few ques-
tions. 

What is a regulator and what exactly 
does it do? Even though every component 
is vital and necessary, your regulators have 
always been described as the heart and soul 
of your propane system. Depending upon 
the outside temperature, the gas pressure 
in your tank can range from a low of 25 
psi (pounds per square inch), all the way 
up to 250 psi. Meanwhile your gas appli-
ances require a maximum of only ½ psi in-
let pressure to operate. Your regulators are 
what control and regulate this flow of gas 
from your supply tank to your appliances.  
Most systems consist of two regulators. 
The first regulator is located at your tank 
and in most cases reduces the gas pressure 
coming out of your tank to either 2 psi or 
10 psi. The second regulator is located ei-
ther just before entering your home, or in 
the case of the 2 psi systems, is typically 
located in your utility room. These second 
regulators further reduce the gas pressure 
down to its final ½ psi. There is also a third 
type regulator used at the tank by itself that 

reduces the gas pressure down to the ½ psi, 
but these type regulators can only be used 
in limited applications.

So if they are working fine, why do I 
have to replace them? First and foremost 
it is a safety issue. Other than the flow of 
the gas itself, your regulators have the only 
actual moving parts in your piping system. 
They must reduce the gas pressure com-
ing into your home from a possible 250 psi 
down to ½ psi and they do this 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year in rain, 
snow and sun, and in temperatures that 
range from below 0, to over 100 degrees. 
Even though these regulators are built with 
tried and true design and materials, noth-
ing lasts forever. Even at the low end of the 
tank pressure range, 25 psi is still 50 times 
higher pressure than what your appliances 
are designed to receive. Because of this it 
is very important that you don’t wait until 
there is a problem before addressing it. A 
good analogy would be not waiting until 
the tires on your car are completely bald 
and blowout before replacing them. The 
biggest difference being a flat tire is typi-
cally an inconvenience, whereas a regula-
tor failure could be catastrophic. 

Because you cannot see the wear on 
your regulators, manufacturers have a rec-
ommended service life for their particular 
regulators. Every regulator built in 1995 
and earlier has a 15 year recommended 
service life. Those built in 1996 and later 
vary depending upon the manufacturer. In 
addition to this manufacturer recommen-
dation, in order to provide and continue 

coverage, almost every insurance com-
pany in the country requires the propane 
companies they insure to have policies in 
place to replace outdated regulators. Be-
cause of this requirement, at some point 
in time we will not be able to deliver pro-
pane to systems with regulators that are 
beyond the manufacturer’s recommended 
service life. We have also discovered some 
additional reasons while doing regulator 
replacements in the past. The new high-
efficient appliances require a much more 
accurate delivery pressure. In some cases 
the older regulators were not performing 
as they should, and we’ve seen some pret-
ty expensive repair bills caused by soot-
ing on new furnaces because of improper 
combustion. The second and even more 
important reason is we are finding leaks 
in some systems when doing the required 
leak tests before putting them back into 
service. Some of these leaks could have 
caused some very serious problems had 
they not been discovered and repaired.   

 How do I know how old my regula-
tors are, and what will this cost to do? 
Over the years we have collected regulator 
dates from most of our customers, but un-
fortunately we do not have them all. And 
because every system is different, there is 
no definitive price for replacement. Some 
are very simple to do while others can get 
to be a little more complicated. The best 
option is to give us a call at 800-473-4579 
to set up an appointment to see how old 
your regulators are, and if necessary, give 
you an estimate on your particular system.

What Is A Regulator And Why Do I Need To Replace It?
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Farmers Cooperative is pleased to announce the

2013 Scholarship Winners

Rocky Yoder (emcee), 
Rosie Hill (interpreter) &  
Juli Burney  (speaker)

McClellan 
Singing Sisters

Farmers Cooperative held their first “Ladies’ Night Out” on Thursday, April 4th at the Community Center in 
DeWitt, NE. Approximately 260 ladies enjoyed a wonderful evening. Rocky Yoder was emcee for the event. 

A delicious meal was provided by Colleen’s Catering from Beatrice and the elegant décor designed by 
Wiegand Farms & Floral added flare to the night. The McClellan Singing Sisters from Adams, NE entertained 
the group with their beautiful music.  Guest speaker, Juli Burney provided lots of laughter and delivered an 
inspiring performance. Door prizes from local vendors were drawn for and all went home with a small gift.  

Thank you to everyone who attended the event and those who helped make it a success! 
Please watch your future newsletters for details on our 2014 “Ladies’ Night Out”.   

Farmers Cooperative Scholarships are intended to provide financial assistance to a student pursuing a 
career in agriculture and who demonstrates leadership ability to promote agriculture as a sustainable 

and reliable enterprise for economic growth of our area communities.

� �

Kyle Stohs 
Odell, NE
Parents Gary & Karen Stohs

Tyler Heyen
Ceresco, NE
Parents Arnold & Deb Heyen

Bryce Doeschot
Hickman, NE
Parents Clayton & Stephenie Doeschot

Andrew Rahe
Jansen, NE
Parents Randy & Nancy Rahe

Kasie Bruss
Clatonia, NE
Parents Roger & Chris Bruss

McKenzie Beals
Alexandria, NE
Parents Matthew & Amy Beals

Brooke Zoubek
Dorchester, NE
Parents Bob & Rhonda Zoubek

Logan Sieck
Martell, NE
Parents Scott & Rita Sieck

Zachary Creevan
Blue Springs, NE
Parents Dave & Linda Creevan

Tyler Shalla
Wymore, NE
Parents John & Nicole Shalla

Dean Bruna
Hanover, KS
Parents Mark & Jodie Bruna

David Moss
Burr, NE
Parents Russel & Sheri Moss

JoLynn Hennerberg
Hollenberg, KS
Parents Russell & Stacy Hennerberg

A Great Turn-out For
    "Ladies Night Out"
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New Gasoline on the Horizon
By Tom Garner, Energy Manager

Farmers Cooperative was recently informed 
by the two major pipeline companies in our trade 
territory about the impending changes coming in 
gasoline. By September 15th of this year, the only 
unleaded gasoline without ethanol and commonly 
referred to as neat, available to us will be “sub-oc-
tane” with an octane number of 84 or premium un-
leaded with an octane number of 91. The unleaded 
gas without ethanol we burn today has an octane 
number of 87. There is a lot of confusion and uncer-
tainty going forward as to how this will all play out, 
but here is my take.

To borrow a line from Steven M. Sipple, sports-
writer at the Lincoln Journal Star, here are things 
I know and things I think I know. Better fuel ef-
ficiency and declining miles driven in the U.S. is 
causing refiners to struggle to meet their renewable 
fuel usage mandates. Biofuels blended into the U.S. 
fuel supply are down from 14 billion gallons a year 
in 2010 to 13.4 billion gallons today. The mandated 
renewable fuels standard amount for 2013 is 13.8. 
In layman’s terms, the only way for them to com-
ply is to blend more bio i.e.; ethanol, or purchase a 
RIN {Renewable identification number} certificate 
for every gallon produced and not blended. RINS 
are traded very much like gasoline, corn, cattle or 
any other commodity. The sub-octane gas is their 
answer to avoid having to purchase RINS for every 
unblended gallon, as most vehicles today call for 
a minimum octane of 86. Hence it will have to be 
blended with ethanol to get it to an 87 octane, thus 
eliminating the need to purchase a RIN. In my mind 
we have few choices in what we will end up selling 
at the pump or for bulk delivery.

IF it turns out that #1 is what we end up with, 
there are several things that you will need to do to 
prepare for the new fuel especially if you use 87 
neat unleaded today in your vehicles or store it 
in a tank on the farm. E10 has a great affinity for 
water. The ethanol portion of E10 is highly water 
soluble while neat gasoline has negligible solubility 
in water. Water can cause phase separation of the 
gasoline and ethanol, and since no gasoline distri-
bution system from the pipeline to your fuel pump 
is completely water tight {think condensation} you 
will need to take steps towards eliminating water 
from your tanks. For vehicle tanks, I would suggest 
that you start introducing E10 by middle/late sum-
mer. For farm storage tanks, they will need to be 
emptied completely and cleaned.

E10 also has very good solvent properties. Its 
presence tends to loosen rust, scale, gum and other 
deposits in distribution tanks, vehicle tanks and fuel 
systems which may cause filter plugging. It is rec-
ommended that a 10 micron filter be installed 
between the fuel storage tank and the final dis-
pensing point to remove rust, scale or dirt loosened 
from the tank or piping by the ethanol. It may be 
necessary to change fuel filters several times.

These are the main issues that the consumer 
will face by September 15th. Some others that will 
impact us all at some point but not commonly dis-
cussed are:

1.   Renewable fuels standard goes to 14.4 bil-
lion gallons in 2014

2.   Renewable fuel standard goes to 15 billion 
gallons in 2015

3.   Refiners may export as many gallons as 
possible as few other countries, if any, 
have a RFS like ours so neither the blend-
ing issue or the RIN purchase would apply 
to exported gallons.

4.   None, or greatly reduced imported gallons, 
as no offshore refinery is going to want to 
import gallons that they will either have 
to blend or purchase a RIN certificate for.

5.   #3 and #4 add up to constant supply short-
ages across the U.S.

6.   Supply shortages invariably cause prices 
to rise.

There are probably more unknowns at this time 
than there are known’s, but we do know that the 
gasoline that we are accustomed to will be a much 
different product by the middle of September and 
preparation will be critical to avoiding problems.

Tom Garner

87 89 91

1.       Blend ethanol with 84 octane neat gas to 
create an 87 octane E10
-   Most likely scenario as it stands right now.

2.       Blend premium unleaded 91 with the new 
84 to create an 87 octane neat unleaded
-   Possible but unlikely due to the much 

higher cost of premium unleaded as well as 
chronic supply issues of premium unleaded.

3.       Blend 84 neat, 91 neat and ethanol to create 
an 89 octane E10
-  Same as #2
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Weathering The Weather

Senate Approves Permanent SPCC Exemption For Farmers

By Dale Hayek 
Grain Manager

As of this writing, (5-16-13), 
we are wrapping up corn plant-
ing and well into soybean plant-
ing.  Time will tell if planting 
late will be as big of an issue 
as the skeptics make it out to 
be.  Water profiles are adequate 
right now, but we all know how 
quickly that can change.  It will 
probably take funds reacting to 
a weather scare somewhere to 
make the market move substan-
tially in the near future.  

Our exports are not an issue 
right now; since this country 
will need every domestic bush-
el, and then some (imports), to 
make it through to new crop.  
The late planting progress only 
magnifies this situation.  We 
still have four solid months to 
make it to harvest.   It will be 
a very long choppy summer 

for both grain futures and basis 
levels to manage our domestic 
demand.  Grain inverses will be 
interesting, to say the least.  Re-
gionally, we have seen imports 
of corn, milo and soybeans; but 
in the big picture, it is small 
amount compared to our short-
fall of U.S. stocks.

Ethanol plants are in the 
black with their margins; and 
locally, all the plants in our ter-
ritory are operating, which will 
only tighten our local supply of 
corn.  Conversely, their DDG’s 
do displace some soybean meal 
demand.  And with soybeans at 
over a $3.00 inverse from old to 
new crop, they need some help.  
Rarely do we see truck beans in 
our territory going to Hastings, 
Lincoln, Council Bluffs and St. 
Joseph all at the same time….in 
May!  Usually there are enough 
bushels in one or two of those 
geographical territories that all 

the processors don’t have to bid 
up this early in the year.  Rail 
beans from the north (MN) will 
be the savior for the local pro-
cessors to make it through to 
new crop.  It goes without say-
ing that NE corn should stay in 
our state with all the domestic 
processor, feed, and ethanol de-
mand.

When looking at new crop 
prices, it is easy to get lulled 
into expecting more.  Especial-
ly since the weather and fund 
volatility has given us plenty 
of opportunities in the last few 
years to sell higher prices.  But 
markets are cyclical, and one 
of these days, with perfect con-
ditions, we could find lower 
floors.  Just as the markets over 
reacted with higher prices in 
tight grain stock years, they will 
over react with lower market 
prices in excess stock years. 

By Tom Garner, Energy Manager

The Senate adopted an amendment introduced 
by Senators Mark Pryor (D-AR) and Jim Inhofe 
(R-OK) to the Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) which would increase threshold sizes 
for Above Ground Storage Tank (AST) regula-
tion at the farm level, and allow more farms to 
self-certify spill plans. It provides an exemption 
from the SPCC rule to any farmer with no sin-
gle tank larger than 10,000 gallons and will al-
low farmers to self-certify if they hold less than 
42,000 total gallons of oil storage capacity.  If the 
Senate passes the WRDA, the measure would 
go to the House for consideration.  Similar 
SPCC exemption legislation has been intro-
duced by Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR) and it 
is expected to pass when the House takes it up 
later this year. If the Pryor-Inhofe amendment 
is ultimately signed into law, then farmers will 

be granted the tank threshold exemptions and the 
amendment to delay EPA’s SPCC regulations un-
til September 30, 2013 will be moot.

In the meantime, EPA’s SPCC rule is slated 
to go into effect for farmers. The rule requires 
farmers to hire a certified professional engi-
neer to design a SPCC plan and have second-
ary containment installed. As petroleum mar-
keters well know, the SPCC rule is applicable to 
any facility, including farms, with an aggregate 
above-ground oil storage capacity of 1,320 gal-
lons in tanks of 55 gallons or greater.   However, 
whether the rule will be enforced now is unclear.  
Included in passage of the continuing resolution 
(CR), which was signed into law in March, is 
language which delays SPCC compliance dead-
lines for farmers through September 30, 2013. 
The amendment prevents funds from being used 
through Fiscal Year 2013 to implement require-
ments of EPA’s SPCC rule.

Dale Hayek

Tom Garner
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Equine Nutrition Programs

Kevin Wittler

By Kevin Wittler
Feed Department Manager

Each spring we field many 
questions on equine nutrition. 
Owners want to be reassured 
that their mare will be in ex-
cellent condition for raising 
that foal, or their riding horse 
is ready to handle the extra en-
ergy requirements of the trail or 
competition season. Nutrition is 
extremely important year round 
and it is important to realize the 
digestive system of the horse 
is anatomically designed to di-
gest forage. Additional grains, 
protein, and supplements need 
only be used to supply essential 
nutrients not contained in hay 
or pasture. Your cooperative 
handles a full line of complete 
feeds, tubs, and supplements 
from several suppliers to service 
your horse’s individual needs. 
All horses should receive a min-
imum of 1% of body weight as 
good quality forage daily along 
with free choice salt and fresh 
clean water. Adjust feed intake 
to maintain desired body con-
dition. The horse is designed 

to utilize only small amounts 
of grain at a time. Do not feed 
more than 5# of grain in a single 
feeding. Nutrient requirements 
vary greatly depending on age, 
reproductive state, exercise, and 
genetics. Please feel free to visit 
with your cooperative feed team 
in order to effectively select a 
program designed to meet the 
individual needs of your horse.

Cattle Producers, as we prog-
ress through the pasture season 
mother nature will dictate our 
grazing strategy. As of this writ-
ing we have been blessed with 
several nice rains and things are 
looking better. However, a year 
ago pastures looked good at this 
point as well. We had reduced 
root structure heading into the 
season and many of you had no 
choice but to turn out on a nor-
mal time frame. As we did last 
year, many of you have started 
creep feeding your calves much 
earlier in order to alleviate a 
portion of the added stress on 
your momma cows as well as 
maintain continued growth on 
your calves. Feeding a limiter 
ration such as accuration to your 

brood cows on pasture is also 
a strategy being used in some 
areas. Early weaning may be a 
necessary option as well if for-
age becomes short. There are a 
number of options to stretch for-
age availability if the situation 
forces our hand. Please contact 
your cooperative ruminant spe-
cialist to discuss the products 
and programs available.

County Fair and Show Sea-
son will be here before our next 
newsletter hits your mailboxes. 
We certainly encourage all of 
you to support our area’s young 
producers as they exhibit the 
projects they are working so 
hard on. Your Cooperative will 
once again be providing fun T 
Shirts for our 4H and FFA youth 
exhibitors. As we get closer to 
fair season please stop in at that 
time and pick yours up at your 
nearest location. We wish every-
one the best of luck with their 
projects and be sure to enjoy the 
area fairs.

We wish everyone a safe and 
productive summer and sincere-
ly thank each of you for your 
business.  
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Chris Foree

By Chris Foree, Oil Guy

Okay, the Shakespeare thing is a fib…but the 
coolant market is about as confused as a high 
school freshman reading Timon of Athens.   And 
though it is often given little consideration, 
coolant has five critical jobs to do in an engine:  
To dissipate engine heat, to stop corrosion, to 
prevent boil-over, to prevent freezing, and to 
prevent cavitation (especially in diesels).  In-
ferior coolant or poor cooling system mainte-
nance contributes to over 40% of all engine fail-
ures.  Confusion about coolant chemistry can 
carry costly consequences.  Let’s take our little 
poem verse by verse and try to clear things up.

Anything but green:  Sadly, you can’t tell 
much by color.  You may find a coolant dyed red 
that has the same chemistry as one dyed orange.  
You may find two same-color coolants that are 
entirely different chemistries.  But there is an 
important rule of thumb.  Green, being the most 
common dye used in the chemically-obsolete 
but widely sold traditional coolants, is probably 
one to avoid.  Why?  Because almost no auto-
motive or heavy duty diesel OEMs have used 
traditional coolant at initial fill for years, mov-
ing to either Fully Formulated or Organic Acid 
Technology (OAT), commonly known as Ex-
tended Life Coolants or ELC; and often at ini-
tial fill (to confuse matters further) these OAT 
coolants are dyed green in order not to worry 
customers.  But if you’re using the green stuff 
you buy at the parts store for top off, you’re 
more than likely using a coolant inadequate for 
anything newer than model-year 2000 or so; 
and if your equipment is older than that, you 
are still definitely not using the best coolant for 
your money.  I’d avoid buying bottles of green-
colored coolant for topping off my radiator!

EG not PG:  Both primary chemicals used 
in coolants, ethylene glycol (EG) and propyl-
ene glycol (PG), are colorless until dyed.  EG is 
sweet-tasting but poisonous and if enough is in-
gested, it can be deadly.   Propylene glycol is a 
similar chemical, but can be safely ingested and 

is thus used as food preservative and is widely 
used as aircraft and runway deicer.  The primary 
marketing position of PG-based coolants is that 
your dog can drink it once you’ve spilled it on 
the garage floor.  But propylene glycol is not 
favored by automotive or diesel engineers, be-
cause PG products can’t match EG-based cool-
ants for performance.  PG coolants thicken at 
low temperatures (even a 60/40 mixture of PG 
and water will turn to apple butter at -40°F), 
and in cold winters may flow too slowly to pro-
tect engines.  Since they possess inferior heat 
transfer characteristics, PG-based coolants also 
tend to run hotter; not ideal for hot little modern 
automobile engines or big, hot, heavy-hauling 
diesels.  EG based coolants rule the day, provid-
ing the best overall cost-effective performance.  

Feel your OATs:  In traditional (usually 
green-colored) antifreeze, inorganic additives 
like silicates and phosphates are used to plate 
cooling system surfaces, acting as a barrier to 
protect against corrosion.  But these additives 
deplete over time.  Worse, phosphates have 
been tied to the development of hard water 
scale on interior radiator surfaces, and silicates 
have been linked to gasket leaks.  Used prop-
erly, the traditional green stuff should be regu-
larly checked with a refractometer (if you don’t 

Colors, Chemicals and Confusion: 
Coolant Selection Simplified
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have one, call me) to determine freeze 
point, and with test strips to determine 
additive levels.  If the test strips show 
additives are low, then a Supplemental 
Coolant Additive (SCA) must be add-
ed, but not too much or it can drop-out 
and accumulate in lower areas, caus-
ing poor heat transfer!   Even modern 
Fully Formulated Coolant, such as we 
sell at our locations, requires use of 
test strips and bottles of SCA for prop-
er maintenance.  But hardly anyone I 
know does this, meaning most engine 
cooling systems are not maintained as 
well as they should or could be.  Why 
not go with something that protects 
better and does not require test strips or 
bottles of SCA?

Organic Acid Technology (OAT) 
products (almost never available in 
green color at parts stores!) are the 
true extended-life miracles of the cool-
ant industry.  Organic additives, also 
known as carboxylate-based inhibitor 
systems, are comprised of such ingre-

dients as sebacate, 2-ethylhexanoic 
acid (2-EHA), and benzoate. These 
additives chemically react with metal 
surfaces, offering longer, and in many 
cases almost limitless, 
protection.  Unlike tra-
ditional coolant addi-
tives and SCA’s, they 
do not deplete with use.  
All you gotta do is keep 
‘er topped up, and check 
freeze point once a year 
with your trusty refrac-
tometer.  Since OAT is 
chemically compatible 
with GM Dexcool®, the 
green stuff, and every oth-
er kind of coolant on the 
market, you simply can’t 
go wrong using OAT products.  Other 
alternatives are Hybrid OAT (HOAT) 
coolants, which also use organic acids 
(but not 2-EHA) and include silicates 
or phosphates to provide quick-acting 
protection for aluminum surfaces and 
to help repair surface erosion caused 
by water pump cavitation.  Nitrited 
OAT (NOAT) coolants, preferred by 
Caterpillar, contain nitrites for addi-
tional cavitation protection.  But one 
must remember that, since HOAT and 
NOAT coolants contain ‘sacrificial’ ad-
ditives, users of these products must 
regularly check additive levels with 
test strips and replace with SCA as nec-
essary.   So when you go to your Farm-
ers Cooperative location, you’ll see 
that we have the Fully Formulated or 
Extended Life (OAT) products only…
no HOAT or NOAT, and of course no 
green.  We chose this because, while 
there are some OEM’s that forbid the 
HOAT and the NOAT coolants, none 
have a problem with the OAT version; 
and ours contains the proper chemis-
try to fully protect against cavitation 
in all engines, gas or diesel.  Best of 
all, though much of the Extended Life 
(OAT) coolant we now have on shelves 
is red in color, we are switching all of 
our coolants to the yellow or lemonade 

color so topping off won’t make your 
original fluid look funky.  Watch for a 
sale on the red coolant and be sure and 
getcha some!

Buy diluted, don’t be deluded:  
Always buy pre-mixed 50/50 coolant, 
because the properly de-ionized, treat-
ed water is professionally mixed to an 
exact ratio. Since a mere 1/16” of scale 
seals in enough heat to reduce heat 
transfer by 40%, I’d strongly suggest 
we all quit using that hard Nebraska 
water to mix our own coolant (nearly 
always incorrectly, mind you…studies 
show hardly anyone gets it at the cor-
rect 50/50 or even a 60/40 ratio), think-
ing we’re saving money.  The worst 
thing to do is buy excellent coolant in 
concentrate and then ruin it by mixing 
it with scale-causing untreated water.  
Saving money by using your own wa-
ter is like saving ammunition by shoot-
ing yourself first.

There you have it.  Coolant selection 
simplified; and remember, the opinions 
(and poems) presented are those of the 
author and not those of Farmers Co-
operative management or employees.  
And if I confused you all the more with 
this article, just send me an email at 
cforee@farmersco-operative.com or 
call me at 402-821-7126.  I’ll do my 
best to give you rhyme and reason for 
going with Extended Life, OAT cool-
ants in your engines!

Orange, green, or maybe blue;
Whom to ask I know not who.

Yellow, pink. How ‘bout red?
The fine print feeds my 

growing dread.

Whaddaya mean by EG or PG;
 Which one meets the factory 

warranty?

Nitrite, silicate, nitrate, 
phosphate;

Hope they used the proper 
dose rate.

OAT, HOAT, or what’s this 
“NOAT?”

Who knows what all these 
terms denote?

Concentrate or pre-diluted;
H2O is best included! 

--William Shakespeare

Dan Vavra from Friend won the drawing for sending in his Bulk 
Oil Program survey card after he got a delivery of oil from us.  
He won an 18-volt Lincoln PowerLuber Cordless Grease Gun.
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VolunTeer reCoGniTion

Besides willing to be there for you in an emergency, these volunteers 
put in extra time with training and educational requirements.  Their 

dedication deserves appreciation!  We at Farmers Cooperative are proud 
to have them on our team and in our communities!  Let us introduce 

them to you and the towns they volunteer for.

Farmers Cooperative 

Would Like To Recognize Our 

Employees Who Volunteer 

For Their Local Fire 

& Rescue Squads

Matt Steuk ~ Dorchester

Brett Rogers ~ Fairbury rural

Bryan Heath ~ Cortland

Darren Sasse ~ Dorchester & Plymouth

Pat Arner ~ Fairbury

Harlan Wallman ~ Cortland

Brian Bohling ~ Dorchester

Darin Doeschot ~ Steele City & Fairbury  

Brian Zastrow ~ Cordova

Brian Yates ~ Fairmont

Kolt Nutsch ~ Fairbury rural

Marty Stolley ~ Malcolm

Brandon Ehmen ~ Fairmont

Travus Synder ~ Beatrice

Austin Nicholson ~ Swanton

Lonny Radford ~ Milford

Casey McLaughlin ~ Diller

Daryl Musil ~ Swanton

Travis Fougeron ~ Milford

Les Blythe ~ Filley

Gary Jiskra ~ Swanton

Doug Brandt ~ Daykin

Kyle Waegli ~ Tamora

Eric Eyer ~ Swanton

Tony Nolte ~ Daykin

Brad Scarf ~ Milligan

Jared Deke ~ Swanton

Jacob Rutti ~ Barneston

James Betka ~ Milligan

Eric Strouf ~ Swanton

Kevin Eggerling ~ Odell

Bruce Mifflin ~ Seward

Cory Hart ~ Firth

Rob Robotham ~ Garland

Jeff Clay ~ Cortland

Kevin Haake ~ Western

Richard Meyer ~ Plymouth

Seth Lindley ~ Plymouth

Tom Creek ~ Plymouth

Matt Umland ~ Plymouth

Chris Mammen ~ Plymouth

Brandon Bergmeier ~ DeWitt
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VehiCle MainTenanCe

Tire Rebates Just In Time For Summer Travels

By Brent Colgrove, TBA Manager

Rebates, Rebates, Rebates! Are we, as a con-
sumer, tired of the rebates in order to get the 
best price on anything we buy?  Unfortunately 
that is the world we live in and here at the coop 
tire department the rebate is reality.  For ex-
ample, if you need tires for your car, truck or 
SUV, we have several rebates going on today.  
Cooper is offering a $60 rebate on the 80,000 
mile Cooper CS4 for your car.  Yokahoma is 
also offering a nice $60 rebate on a set of four 
Avid touring premium car tires.  For your 
light truck or off road vehicle, take a look at 
the Dick Cepek line of tires we sell – if you 
need four tires get a $50 rebate back.  You 
will receive a cash card in the mail with any of 
these factory rebates.  A lot of tire dealers like 
to quote a cash and carry price and then add 
everything on such as mounting and balancing 
and road hazard warranty.  

When you purchase new tires here at the 
coop, you will get your passenger or light truck 
tires mounted and balanced and get a free road 
hazard warranty.  We will also rotate and bal-
ance your tires free for the life of your tires if 
you buy them here at the coop.  We also do 
front end alignment or four wheel alignment 
in Beatrice, Plymouth and Fairbury, and if you 
do buy a set of four new tires, we will check 
your alignment for free.  Please call to make an 
appointment for the free alignment check.

We are offering a new economy line of light 
truck tires called the Triangle brand for you this 

year.  These tires are now in our warehouses 
and ready to be installed.  This tire would be an 
excellent tire for a work truck or a second run 
around pickup.  Stop at any of our stores and 
check them out.

We also sell Interstate batteries in each of our 
stores and right now we have a good supply of 
irrigation batteries to get you going on the farm.  
We are offering a 600+ cca rated battery with a 
30 day free replacement warranty for $38.95.  
Please bring an old battery to turn in or we will 
have to charge you a $17.50 core charge.

Thanks for all the 
business and don’t forget to get that school car 
or family vehicle ready to go before that next 
big trip.  Thanks again and see you next time.

Brent Colgrove

Please remember to call our new 800-473-4579 
for all of your propane needs, including 

deliveries, service, account information, 
and any questions you may have.
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Syngenta Blue Jacket Program Awards
Wilber-Clatonia freshman Evan Packer with, from left,  Wilber 
Farmers Cooperative branch manager Tim Keller, Syngenta 
regional director Craig Nelson and co-op regional sales manager 
Brian Scherling. Packer recevied his FFA jacket 
through the Syngenta Blue Jacket program.

Farmers Cooperative regional sales manager Brian Scherling 
presents Wilber-Clatonia FFA president Kiley Schuerman with 
a $500 check, which was presented to the chapter through the 
Syngenta Blue Jacket program. Also taking part in the presentation 
were, back from left, Syngenta regional director Craig Nelson, local 
co-op branch manager Tim Keller and Wilber-Clatonia FFA advisor Dusten Bruss.


